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The Office of the Inspector General had a narrow mandate – namely, to investigate whether 
officials in the Department of Health and Human Services engaged in criminal behavior to keep 
information from the Congress.  While the OIG did not determine that criminal laws were 
violated, the report confirms that that the Administration failed to respond to Congressional 
requests and suppressed information relating to several aspects of the Medicare prescription drug 
legislation.  Because of its limited jurisdiction, the OIG did not look beyond the Department of 
Health and Human Services in conducting its investigation, so we cannot know about the 
involvement or knowledge of White House officials.  And the OIG did not consider whether the 
suppression of information may have violated appropriations law.   Regardless of the OIG’s 
findings on the matter of a criminal violation, however, the fundamental fact remains:  for the 
legislative process to work properly, we must ensure that Congress has access to all relevant 
information. 
  
  

### 
 


